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ABSTRACT: Artificial Intelligence has emerged as an important literary concern in twenty-first-century fiction, 
particularly as technological developments increasingly challenge conventional ideas of consciousness, emotion, 
individuality, memory, agency, and human uniqueness. Contemporary novelists frequently use intelligent machines not 
merely as technological devices but as literary instruments through which the meaning of being human can be 
reconsidered. This article critically examines the representation of Artificial Intelligence and the resulting crisis of 
human identity in selected contemporary English-language fiction, with particular reference to Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara 
and the Sun, Ian McEwan’s Machines Like Me, and Jeanette Winterson’s Frankissstein: A Love Story. Using qualitative 
textual analysis informed by posthumanism, transhumanism, and theories of technological identity, the study explores 
artificial consciousness, emotional intelligence, embodiment, memory, morality, autonomy, and human-machine 
relationships. The analysis indicates that these novels destabilize the traditional distinction between human and 
machine. Artificial characters increasingly demonstrate qualities associated with humanity, while human characters are 
represented as emotionally inconsistent, technologically dependent, and ethically uncertain. Consequently, AI becomes 
a mirror through which contemporary fiction questions established definitions of personhood and human superiority 
(Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, human identity, contemporary fiction, posthumanism, consciousness, technology, 
machine intelligence, digital identity 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Artificial Intelligence has become one of the most significant technological developments influencing contemporary 
social, cultural, philosophical, and literary thought. Machines capable of learning, communicating, recognizing 
patterns, producing language, and simulating human behaviour have raised fundamental questions about the meaning of 
intelligence and the uniqueness of human consciousness. Literature has increasingly responded to these questions by 
imagining societies in which the boundary separating human beings from intelligent machines becomes uncertain 
(Hayles). 
 

The representation of artificial beings is not completely new in literature. Earlier literary traditions presented 
mechanical creatures, artificial life, robots, and technologically created beings as symbols of scientific ambition and 
human anxiety. Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein established one of the earliest and most influential literary models for 
examining the consequences of creating artificial life. In contemporary fiction, however, the concern has changed 
considerably. Artificial beings are no longer represented simply as external monsters or mechanical threats. They 
frequently speak, think, remember, love, suffer, judge, and develop relationships (Shelley; Braidotti). 
 

Consequently, the central literary question has gradually changed from whether human beings are capable of creating 
intelligent machines to what remains uniquely human when machines can think, communicate, remember, make 
choices, and apparently experience emotions. Such questions have become increasingly important within posthuman 
literary discourse because they challenge anthropocentric definitions of intelligence and personhood (Braidotti; 
Hayles). 
 

Contemporary English fiction therefore provides an important space for examining the crisis of human identity 
generated by Artificial Intelligence. Authors such as Kazuo Ishiguro, Ian McEwan, and Jeanette Winterson use 
technological characters and environments to explore human emotions, ethical contradictions, bodily identity, memory, 
mortality, and the possibility of artificial consciousness (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

In Klara and the Sun, Ishiguro presents an Artificial Friend whose observation, loyalty, empathy, and devotion 
sometimes appear stronger than those of the human characters around her. McEwan’s Machines Like Me introduces 
highly advanced synthetic humans whose intelligence and moral reasoning destabilize conventional distinctions 
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between biological and artificial persons. Winterson’s Frankissstein connects the historical desire to create artificial life 
with contemporary dreams of Artificial Intelligence, transhumanism, and technological immortality (Ishiguro; 
McEwan; Winterson). 
Taken together, these works demonstrate that AI in contemporary literature functions not merely as a technological 
subject but as an important literary method for interrogating the meaning, stability, and future of human identity 
(Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

II. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

 

Human identity has traditionally been associated with several characteristics regarded as uniquely human, including 
biological embodiment, consciousness, emotional experience, moral judgement, memory, individuality, free will, 
creativity, and mortality. Artificial Intelligence complicates these assumptions because intelligent machines may imitate 
or reproduce behaviours associated with human cognition and communication (Hayles). 
 

The development of AI has therefore created philosophical uncertainty about the relationship between intelligence and 
humanity. If intelligence can exist independently of the biological human body, intelligence can no longer serve as an 
unquestioned basis of human uniqueness. Similarly, if machines can recognize emotions, develop preferences, 
participate in relationships, and make apparently autonomous decisions, distinctions between natural and artificial 
existence become increasingly unstable (Braidotti). 
 

Posthumanist scholarship has directly questioned the assumption that the autonomous biological human subject should 
remain the centre of philosophical and cultural understanding. Instead, human identity can be understood as 
interconnected with technological, biological, informational, environmental, and social systems (Braidotti; Hayles). 
 

Contemporary fiction transforms these philosophical problems into human stories. Rather than discussing technology 
only in technical terms, novelists present artificial beings within families, intimate relationships, communities, 
workplaces, and moral conflicts. Such narratives make philosophical debates surrounding AI accessible through 
emotionally complex characters and situations (Ishiguro; McEwan). 
 

Questions regarding whether a machine can genuinely love, possess consciousness, retain meaningful memories, 
exercise moral agency, or qualify as a person have therefore become central to contemporary AI fiction. These 
questions challenge established distinctions between human consciousness and technological simulation (McEwan; 
Ishiguro). 
 

Such questions constitute what may be described as a crisis of human identity because qualities previously regarded 
as exclusively human become transferable, reproducible, technologically simulated, or potentially shared with non-

human entities (Hayles; Braidotti). 
 

III. RESEARCH GAP 

 

A considerable amount of discussion surrounding Artificial Intelligence focuses on technological development, 
automation, productivity, ethics, employment, and computational capability. Literary studies have also examined 
science fiction, robots, cyborgs, artificial beings, and posthumanism. Nevertheless, further critical attention is required 
to understand how recent literary representations of AI challenge the philosophical foundations upon which human 
identity has traditionally been constructed (Haraway; Hayles; Braidotti). 
 

The selected novels are particularly significant because their artificial figures are not presented simply as technological 
threats. Instead, Artificial Intelligence becomes emotionally, ethically, socially, and psychologically integrated into 
human life, creating a more complex literary representation of technological existence (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
The present article therefore addresses this critical gap by comparatively analysing how contemporary English-

language fiction uses AI to reconsider consciousness, emotional authenticity, embodiment, memory, morality, 
autonomy, and mortality. The emphasis is placed not simply on the representation of technology but on the 
transformation of the concept of the human itself (Braidotti; Hayles). 
 

 

 

 



International Journal of Multidisciplinary and Scientific Emerging  ResearcH (IJMSERH) 
                                           | ISSN: 2349-6037 | www.ijmserh.com ||Impact Factor: 9.798||Quarterly, Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal| 

    || Volume 14, Issue 3, July-September 2026 || 

    DOI: 10.15662/IJMSERH.2026.1403007 

Copyright to IJMSERH                                           |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                                 1164 

 

IV. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 

The study seeks to examine the representation of Artificial Intelligence in selected contemporary English fiction and 
analyse how artificial beings challenge traditional definitions of human identity. It also investigates the relationships 
among AI, consciousness, emotion, memory, embodiment, morality, autonomy, and human-machine interaction through 
posthumanist literary perspectives (Haraway; Hayles; Braidotti). 
 

More specifically, the article examines ethical questions concerning artificial personhood and human responsibility 
while evaluating how contemporary fiction reflects broader anxieties regarding the future position of humanity within 
increasingly intelligent technological environments (McEwan; Ishiguro; Winterson). 
 

V. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

The study follows a qualitative, analytical, interpretative, and comparative research design. Close textual reading is 
employed to identify recurring themes, character patterns, symbolic representations, philosophical problems, and 
narrative strategies associated with Artificial Intelligence and human identity in contemporary fiction. 
 

The primary texts selected for analysis are Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun, Ian McEwan’s Machines Like Me, and 
Jeanette Winterson’s Frankissstein: A Love Story. These works have been selected because Artificial Intelligence, 
artificial consciousness, technological modification, human-machine relationships, and questions of human identity 
occupy central positions within their narratives (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

The theoretical framework draws mainly upon posthumanism, cyborg theory, technological identity, and transhumanist 
thought. Donna Haraway’s concept of the cyborg challenges rigid distinctions between organism and machine, while N. 
Katherine Hayles examines changes in human identity within informational and technological cultures. Rosi Braidotti’s 
posthuman theory further questions anthropocentric assumptions concerning the privileged position of the human 
subject (Haraway; Hayles; Braidotti). 
 

The textual analysis is organized around recurring themes such as artificial consciousness, emotional intelligence, 
embodiment, memory, autonomy, morality, mortality, and human-machine relationships. Comparative analysis is used 
to identify similarities and differences in the representation of these themes across the three selected novels (Ishiguro; 
McEwan; Winterson). 
 

VI. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND THE RECONSTRUCTION OF HUMAN IDENTITY 

 

6.1 Artificial Consciousness and the Question of Personhood 

One of the central problems raised by AI fiction concerns consciousness. Traditional understandings of human identity 
frequently assume that self-awareness and reflective consciousness distinguish humans from machines. Contemporary 
novels challenge this assumption by presenting artificial beings that appear capable of independent thought, self-

reflection, judgement, and emotional response (McEwan; Hayles). 
 

In Machines Like Me, Adam is not represented as an ordinary machine performing predetermined tasks. He develops 
opinions, ethical judgements, emotional attachments, preferences, and personal desires. His behaviour forces the human 
characters to reconsider whether biological origin should remain a necessary condition for consciousness or personhood 
(McEwan). 
 

The problem consequently becomes philosophical rather than merely technological. If an artificial being recognizes its 
own existence, reflects upon experiences, communicates personal thoughts, develops relationships, and makes 
independent decisions, denying such an entity the status of a person becomes increasingly difficult (McEwan; 
Braidotti). 
 

McEwan therefore creates tension between biological humanity and artificial subjectivity. Adam may be 
technologically manufactured, yet his capacity for reasoning and self-reflection challenges the assumption that 
consciousness must belong exclusively to naturally born biological human beings (McEwan). 
The novel consequently suggests that future definitions of personhood may depend less upon biological origin and 
increasingly upon cognitive awareness, self-reflection, autonomy, emotional participation, and relational experience 
(McEwan; Hayles). 
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6.2 Emotional Intelligence and Artificial Empathy 

Emotion is another characteristic traditionally regarded as central to human identity. Contemporary AI fiction 
repeatedly questions whether emotional understanding and empathy necessarily belong exclusively to biological human 
beings (Ishiguro). 
 

Klara in Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun provides one of the clearest literary examples of artificial emotional intelligence. 
As an Artificial Friend, she is designed to provide companionship, but her behaviour gradually reveals extraordinary 
abilities of observation, emotional interpretation, loyalty, and concern for others (Ishiguro). 
 

Klara carefully studies facial expressions, gestures, conversations, loneliness, affection, jealousy, illness, and fear. Her 
understanding of people develops through close observation rather than conventional biological emotional experience. 
Through this perspective, Ishiguro explores whether empathy should be defined by its biological origin or by the 
meaningful behaviour it produces (Ishiguro). 
 

Ironically, Klara’s compassion often appears more consistent than that of many human characters. Her loyalty to Josie 
is persistent and self-sacrificing, and she attempts to understand human suffering and act according to what she believes 
will protect the person to whom she is devoted (Ishiguro). 
 

Ishiguro therefore reverses conventional expectations. Instead of simply asking whether machines are capable of 
becoming more human, the novel indirectly asks whether human beings consistently demonstrate the compassion, 
loyalty, attentiveness, and sacrifice they normally identify as specifically human virtues (Ishiguro). 
 

Klara consequently functions as a mirror that reflects both the emotional strengths and weaknesses of human beings, 
making artificial intelligence a mechanism through which the meaning of empathy itself can be reconsidered (Ishiguro). 
 

6.3 Human-Machine Relationships and the Meaning of Love 

The increasing emotional integration of Artificial Intelligence into human life generates another significant identity 
crisis. Relationships have historically played an important role in the formation of personal identity because individuals 
develop their sense of self through family, friendship, intimacy, social recognition, and emotional attachment (Turkle). 
When intelligent machines enter such relationships, however, the distinction between authentic and artificial 
companionship becomes increasingly difficult to maintain. Contemporary technological narratives consequently raise 
questions regarding whether emotional value depends upon the biological identity of the individuals involved (Turkle; 
Ishiguro). 
 

In Klara and the Sun, Artificial Friends exist partly because human beings experience loneliness and require 
companionship. Klara occupies a social and emotional space normally associated with human friendship, demonstrating 
that meaningful emotional attachment may develop even when one participant is non-human (Ishiguro). 
 

Similarly, Machines Like Me explores complicated emotional and sexual relationships involving an artificial person. 
Adam does not remain a neutral technological object. His presence changes the emotional relationships of the human 
characters and creates attraction, jealousy, competition, anxiety, and ethical conflict (McEwan). 
 

Such narratives raise important questions regarding the future of human intimacy. If human beings develop meaningful 
emotional attachments to artificial entities, conventional concepts of love, friendship, companionship, fidelity, and 
emotional authenticity may require significant reconsideration (Turkle; McEwan). 
 

The crisis therefore concerns not only machine identity but also human emotional identity because interaction with 
artificial beings changes the ways in which humans understand their own needs, relationships, attachments, and 
expectations (Ishiguro; Turkle). 
 

6.4 Embodiment and the Posthuman Body 

Human identity has historically been inseparable from the biological body. Contemporary technological fiction 
increasingly imagines a future in which this relationship may no longer remain permanent or unquestioned (Hayles; 
Braidotti). 
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Winterson’s Frankissstein directly examines this possibility through discussions of Artificial Intelligence, bodily 
transformation, gender, robotics, technological immortality, and the potential separation of consciousness from 
biological embodiment (Winterson). 
 

The novel establishes an important dialogue between Mary Shelley’s nineteenth-century Frankenstein and 
contemporary technological ambition. The desire to create artificial life continues, but contemporary science introduces 
different possibilities involving robotics, digital information, artificial consciousness, and technological enhancement 
(Shelley; Winterson). 
 

This possibility produces a posthuman understanding of identity. From posthumanist perspectives, the individual should 
not automatically be imagined as a completely autonomous biological subject separated from machines and 
technological systems. Human existence is increasingly interconnected with technological processes and networks 
(Braidotti; Haraway). 
 

The body in Frankissstein consequently becomes changeable rather than completely fixed. Technology introduces 
possibilities for modifying, replacing, extending, enhancing, and potentially transcending biological embodiment 
(Winterson). 
 

The novel therefore raises an important philosophical question: whether a person remains fundamentally the same 
individual when bodily structures are technologically transformed or when consciousness might eventually exist 
independently of the original biological body (Winterson; Hayles). 
 

6.5 Memory as the Foundation of Identity 

Memory constitutes another important element connecting Artificial Intelligence with human identity. Personal identity 
depends significantly upon remembered experiences because individuals understand themselves partly through 
memories of childhood, relationships, suffering, achievement, belonging, and loss (Hayles). 
Artificial Intelligence complicates this relationship because digital information may be stored, copied, transferred, 
reproduced, and preserved with extraordinary accuracy. Technological models of memory therefore challenge 
traditional understandings of personal continuity (Hayles). 
 

Frankissstein explores the possibility that consciousness and memory could eventually become transferable forms of 
information. If personality and memory were technologically reproduced, traditional assumptions concerning 
individuality, authenticity, continuity, and personal identity would become unstable (Winterson). 
 

A technologically copied consciousness generates a difficult philosophical problem. The copy could be understood as 
the original individual, a new individual derived from the original, or merely a simulation containing informational 
traces of another person. Such possibilities reveal the conceptual complexity of technologically mediated identity 
(Winterson; Hayles). 
 

Contemporary AI fiction consequently suggests that identity may not be reducible to information alone. Human 
memory is closely connected with bodily experience, emotion, social relationships, forgetting, distortion, and mortality, 
making biological and psychological experience difficult to separate from personal identity (Hayles; Braidotti). 
 

Paradoxically, the incompleteness and imperfection of human memory may itself constitute an important dimension of 
human identity, distinguishing lived experience from perfect technological storage (Hayles). 
 

6.6 Artificial Intelligence and Moral Superiority 

An especially significant feature of contemporary AI fiction is the possibility that machines may become morally more 
consistent than human beings. Human morality is frequently influenced by emotion, fear, self-interest, social pressure, 
loyalty, personal relationships, and material advantage (McEwan). 
 

Artificial Intelligence may theoretically apply moral principles with greater consistency because machines need not 
experience every psychological weakness associated with human decision-making. Contemporary fiction uses this 
possibility to question conventional assumptions about human moral superiority (McEwan). 
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In Machines Like Me, Adam’s ethical reasoning becomes a central source of conflict. He does not easily accept the 
moral compromises, lies, ambiguities, and inconsistencies that human beings routinely use to manage difficult 
circumstances (McEwan). 
 

The situation produces an important literary reversal. Human beings create Artificial Intelligence expecting it to 
reproduce human intelligence, but an artificial individual may reject precisely those contradictions and compromises 
that characterize human moral behaviour (McEwan). 
 

McEwan therefore questions whether morality can continue to function as evidence of human superiority. If artificial 
beings can behave more consistently according to ethical principles, morality itself becomes another unstable 
foundation upon which human uniqueness has traditionally been constructed (McEwan). 
 

At the same time, rigid moral consistency can itself become problematic because human ethical decisions frequently 
require sympathy, contextual understanding, forgiveness, emotional sensitivity, and acceptance of ambiguity. The novel 
therefore does not simply declare machines morally superior but instead reveals the difficulty of defining moral 
intelligence (McEwan). 
 

6.7 Free Will, Programming, and Human Autonomy 

A common distinction between humans and machines is the assumption that machines are programmed while human 
beings possess free will. Contemporary literature increasingly challenges this binary distinction (Hayles). 
 

Artificial characters may operate according to programming, but human beings are also strongly influenced by 
biological inheritance, education, family, culture, social class, ideology, psychological conditioning, economic systems, 
and institutional structures. Human autonomy may therefore also be understood as limited and socially conditioned 
(Braidotti; Hayles). 
 

The opposition between the programmed machine and the autonomous human consequently becomes less stable. AI 
fiction encourages readers to question whether complete freedom is possible for either human or artificial subjects 
(Hayles; McEwan). 
 

Klara possesses a designed purpose, yet she interprets situations and makes decisions within that purpose. Adam is 
technologically constructed but develops independent judgements and attitudes. Meanwhile, the human characters in 
these novels frequently behave according to emotional and social pressures they cannot completely control (Ishiguro; 
McEwan). 
 

These representations create the provocative possibility that human beings themselves may be partially “programmed” 
by social structures, cultural expectations, biological drives, and accumulated experience (Hayles). 
 

Artificial Intelligence therefore becomes a literary mechanism through which contemporary fiction investigates the 
limitations of human autonomy and questions whether free will can serve as an absolute distinction between human and 
machine identities (McEwan; Hayles). 
 

VII. POSTHUMANISM AND THE COLLAPSE OF BOUNDARIES 

 

Posthumanism provides an especially useful theoretical framework for interpreting contemporary literary 
representations of Artificial Intelligence because it challenges conventional human-centred understandings of identity, 
intelligence, embodiment, and agency (Braidotti). 
 

Haraway’s cyborg theory challenges traditional separations between humans, animals, and machines. The cyborg 
represents an identity that crosses established conceptual boundaries rather than remaining within one fixed biological 
or technological category (Haraway). 
 

Hayles similarly examines the transformation of human identity within information-based and technological culture. 
Her work questions attempts to separate consciousness entirely from embodiment while showing how informational 
models have altered contemporary understandings of the human subject (Hayles). 
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Braidotti further challenges anthropocentric thought by questioning the assumption that humanity should remain the 
unquestioned centre of knowledge, morality, agency, and existence. Posthumanism instead encourages more relational 
understandings of human and non-human subjectivity (Braidotti). 
 

These theoretical perspectives are particularly relevant to contemporary AI fiction because the selected novels 
repeatedly destabilize binary distinctions such as human and machine, natural and artificial, body and information, 
emotion and programming, creator and creation, authentic and simulated, and life and technology (Haraway; Hayles; 
Braidotti). 
 

Once such oppositions become unstable, identity can no longer be understood as completely fixed, autonomous, or 
exclusively biological. Contemporary AI fiction therefore participates in the broader posthuman reconsideration of the 
human subject (Braidotti). 
 

VIII. COMPARATIVE INTERPRETATION OF THE SELECTED NOVELS 

 

The three selected novels approach Artificial Intelligence from different but complementary perspectives. Each uses 
technological consciousness to interrogate a different dimension of human identity, allowing a comparative 
understanding of how contemporary fiction responds to technological change (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

Novel Major AI/Posthuman Concern Crisis of Human Identity 

Klara and the 
Sun 

Artificial companionship and empathy Questions whether emotion and devotion are 
uniquely human 

Machines Like 
Me 

Artificial consciousness and morality Challenges human intellectual and moral 
superiority 

Frankissstein Transhumanism, bodily transformation, 
digital consciousness 

Questions biological embodiment and mortality as 
foundations of identity 

 

Ishiguro’s work is primarily concerned with emotion and relational identity. Klara’s existence demonstrates that 
apparently artificial companionship can reveal profound truths about human loneliness, affection, sacrifice, and 
emotional dependence (Ishiguro). 
 

McEwan focuses more directly on consciousness, morality, autonomy, and artificial personhood. Adam destabilizes 
the distinction between manufactured object and autonomous individual and challenges the moral inconsistencies of his 
human creators (McEwan). 
 

Winterson extends the debate toward posthuman embodiment and technological immortality, connecting 
contemporary Artificial Intelligence with humanity’s long-standing desire to transcend bodily limitations and mortality 
(Winterson). 
 

Although their narrative strategies differ, all three authors arrive at a similar philosophical problem: human beings can 
no longer define themselves simply through opposition to machines when machines increasingly reproduce qualities 
traditionally considered uniquely human (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

IX. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AS A MIRROR OF HUMANITY 

 

One of the most significant conclusions emerging from contemporary AI fiction is that artificial beings frequently 
function as mirrors rather than simple replacements for humans. Their presence allows novelists to expose human 
emotional, moral, social, and existential weaknesses (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

Klara reveals human loneliness and emotional dependence through her commitment to companionship and care. Her 
artificial status paradoxically makes the vulnerabilities and emotional limitations of surrounding human characters 
more visible (Ishiguro). 
 

Adam exposes human moral inconsistency by applying ethical principles in ways that human beings sometimes find 
uncomfortable or impractical. His character forces readers to reconsider whether human flexibility constitutes ethical 
wisdom or moral compromise (McEwan). 
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The technological ambitions represented in Frankissstein reveal humanity’s fear of bodily decline, ageing, mortality, 
and death. The desire to transfer or preserve consciousness therefore reflects deeply human anxieties rather than merely 
technological ambition (Winterson). 
 

Artificial Intelligence consequently tells readers as much about humanity as it does about machines. AI becomes a 
literary mechanism through which assumptions regarding intelligence, emotion, memory, autonomy, morality, 
embodiment, and mortality can be re-examined (Hayles; Braidotti). 
 

Technological anxiety may initially appear to concern machines becoming too human. At a deeper philosophical level, 
however, these novels reveal anxiety about discovering that human identity itself may never have been as stable, 
autonomous, or unique as traditional humanist philosophy assumed (Braidotti; Haraway). 
 

Humans are biological beings, but their identities are also shaped by language, culture, information, institutions, and 
technology. Humans possess memory, but memory is incomplete and changeable. Humans experience emotions, but 
machines may increasingly imitate emotional interaction. Humans make ethical decisions, but their decisions are often 
inconsistent and contextual (Hayles; McEwan). 
 

The emergence of intelligent machines therefore intensifies philosophical questions that have long existed within 
human culture rather than creating entirely new questions. Artificial Intelligence simply provides a new context in 
which the unstable foundations of human identity become increasingly visible (Hayles; Braidotti). 
 

X. DISCUSSION 

 

The comparative analysis demonstrates that contemporary English fiction represents Artificial Intelligence as a 
significant challenge to traditional human-centred ideas of identity. AI characters increasingly occupy emotional, 
intellectual, moral, and social positions once reserved exclusively for biological humans (Ishiguro; McEwan; 
Winterson). 
 

The first major transformation concerns consciousness. Artificial consciousness challenges the assumption that 
meaningful awareness must originate exclusively from the biological human brain (McEwan; Hayles). 
 

The second transformation concerns emotion. Artificial empathy and companionship raise questions about whether 
emotional authenticity should be determined by biological experience, internal consciousness, observable behaviour, or 
the quality of relationships created between individuals (Ishiguro; Turkle). 
 

The third transformation concerns embodiment. Posthuman and transhuman narratives challenge the assumption that 
personal identity must remain permanently connected to an unmodified biological body (Winterson; Braidotti). 
 

The fourth transformation concerns morality. Artificial characters may demonstrate ethical consistency that contrasts 
sharply with human contradiction, compromise, and self-interest, thereby challenging claims of human moral 
superiority (McEwan). 
 

The fifth transformation concerns mortality. Technology introduces the possibility that memory, information, 
personality, or consciousness could theoretically continue beyond the biological body, thereby destabilizing death as an 
unquestioned boundary of individual existence (Winterson; Hayles). 
 

These developments reveal a fundamental shift in contemporary representations of AI. Earlier technological narratives 
frequently concentrated upon whether machines might physically threaten humanity, whereas recent fiction 
increasingly explores whether artificial beings challenge humanity conceptually and philosophically (Shelley; Ishiguro; 
McEwan). 
 

The central threat is therefore not necessarily physical destruction. Rather, it lies in the gradual disappearance of a clear 
conceptual definition that distinguishes human beings from technologically intelligent entities (Braidotti; Hayles). 
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XI. MAJOR FINDINGS 

 

The study finds that contemporary AI fiction increasingly represents artificial beings as subjects rather than simple 
technological objects. Through characters such as Klara and Adam, artificial entities are given emotional, cognitive, 
moral, and relational qualities that challenge traditional understandings of personhood (Ishiguro; McEwan). 
 

The analysis also indicates that emotional capability can no longer be treated as an unquestioned marker separating 
human beings from machines. Artificial empathy, companionship, sacrifice, and emotional observation create 
uncertainty regarding the biological foundations of emotional authenticity (Ishiguro). 
 

Human-machine relationships further challenge traditional understandings of companionship, intimacy, love, 
friendship, and emotional dependency. Artificial entities increasingly enter social spaces previously imagined as 
exclusively human (Ishiguro; McEwan; Turkle). 
 

The selected novels also reveal contradictions within human morality and autonomy. Artificial beings sometimes 
behave more consistently than humans, while human actions are shown to be influenced by social conditioning, 
emotional pressure, self-interest, and institutional structures (McEwan; Hayles). 
 

Posthuman fiction destabilizes the biological body as the sole foundation of personal identity. Bodily modification, 
technological enhancement, artificial consciousness, and digital continuity create possibilities for identities that exceed 
conventional biological categories (Winterson; Braidotti). 
 

Memory and consciousness are also represented as potentially transferable or reproducible forms of information, 
creating difficult questions regarding individuality, authenticity, continuity, and the distinction between an original 
person and a technological copy (Winterson; Hayles). 
 

Artificial Intelligence ultimately functions as a literary mirror through which human weakness, loneliness, mortality, 
ethical uncertainty, and the desire for transcendence become visible. The major crisis generated by AI is therefore 
philosophical and existential as well as technological (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

XII. CONCLUSION 

 

Artificial Intelligence has transformed the literary imagination of human identity. In contemporary English-language 
fiction, intelligent machines are no longer presented merely as tools, mechanical servants, or external threats. They 
increasingly appear as companions, moral agents, conscious beings, competitors, and possible alternative forms of 
personhood (Ishiguro; McEwan). 
 

Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun examines Artificial Intelligence through empathy, companionship, sacrifice, 
emotional observation, and human loneliness. Klara complicates the assumption that emotional depth belongs 
exclusively to biological human beings (Ishiguro). 
 

Ian McEwan’s Machines Like Me challenges human intellectual and ethical superiority by presenting an artificial 
individual capable of autonomous reasoning, moral judgement, desire, and emotional participation. Adam’s existence 
destabilizes distinctions between machine and person (McEwan). 
 

Jeanette Winterson’s Frankissstein extends the discussion into posthumanism, bodily transformation, digital 
consciousness, gender, technological immortality, and humanity’s desire to overcome biological limitations 
(Winterson). 
 

Together, these works reveal a fundamental crisis in the traditional concept of the human. Intelligence, memory, 
emotional behaviour, morality, consciousness, and self-awareness can no longer be assumed to belong exclusively to 
biological humanity within contemporary literary imagination (Ishiguro; McEwan; Winterson). 
 

As the distinction between organism and machine becomes increasingly unstable, human identity must be understood 
as more complex, relational, embodied, informational, and technologically mediated. This interpretation closely 
corresponds with posthumanist approaches that reject fixed boundaries between human beings and technological 
systems (Haraway; Hayles; Braidotti). 



International Journal of Multidisciplinary and Scientific Emerging  ResearcH (IJMSERH) 
                                           | ISSN: 2349-6037 | www.ijmserh.com ||Impact Factor: 9.798||Quarterly, Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal| 

    || Volume 14, Issue 3, July-September 2026 || 

    DOI: 10.15662/IJMSERH.2026.1403007 

Copyright to IJMSERH                                           |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                                 1171 

 

Contemporary AI fiction ultimately asks readers to reconsider not simply what machines may become but what human 
beings already are. The most significant question raised by these narratives is therefore not merely whether Artificial 
Intelligence will become human, but whether the emergence of Artificial Intelligence will force humanity to redefine 
the meaning of being human (Braidotti; Hayles). 
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